[Bacterial endocarditis in premature children. A complication caused by central venous catheters].
During the last ten years, the literature has included an increasing number of reports of bacterial endocarditis in prematurely born neonates. We describe the cases of two prematurely born infants with structurally normal hearts who, when examined by echo cardiography, were shown to have intercardial vegetations. They were diagnosed as having infective endocarditis caused by coagulase negative staphylococci. Both infants had central venous lines and received total parenteral nutrition. Both infants were treated successfully with antibiotics. One of them died later of sudden infant death syndrome.